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58 John Calvin, Praelectiones in Lamentatione leremiae, CO 39, 588: Hoc autem verum
non esset, nisi penderent omnia a Dei consilio. Videmus ergo nihil contingere, quia
quidquid geritur, manat ab aeterno et immutabili consilio Dei. Verum quidem est,
quae possunt hoc modo vel alio habere, proprie et naturaliter vocari contingentia:
sed quod naturaliter contingit, illud est necessarium quatenus gubematur a Deo:
imo quod geritur hominum consilio et voluntate, illud est necessarium.
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[Abstract]

Flowers Blooming in Suffering: True Christian Life
Focusing on Beza's “A Learned Treatize of the Plague’(1579)

Shin Hye Yang
(Hapdong Theological Seminary, Adjunct Professor, Church History)

The Plague, which destroyed the Middle Ages, was a stumbling
for the Reformers to obstruct ministry as well as an obstacle to
break a community. Some ministers leave the church with fear
of death or some pastors also claim that plague is God's wrath
and fleeing from the plague is not to believe God's providence.
Against it, Beza wrote the article “A Learned Treatize of the
Plague’(1579). Therefore, I investigated how Beza explained
against the misunderstanding of the plague and how he responded
to questions suggested from the plague. I found out what are the
criteria of ethical judgement for the christian in the situation of
collapsing of the community, and how to judge according to the
interpretation of the Bible. Finally, I examined God’s mercy and
providence in the suffering as the greatest challenge to Christians.

In this I have shown how Beza goes beyond medieval reponses
and uses rational principles and conscience as the basis of

Christian ethics for ethical judgement.

Key Words: Beza, Plague, Vocation, Providence, Conscience, Ethical Criterion
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